Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster 


January  3,  1958 
Letter  No.  802 


In  the  year  on  which  we've  just  started  the  Department  plans  to  put 
more  emphasis  on  pioneering  research.    It  will  form  more  of  those  grouiss  of 
scientists,  it  started  last  year,  to  work  past  the  present  frontiers  of  think- 
ing, to  discover  new  principles,  and  as  yet  unknown  facts,  which  may  prove  basic 
to  further  explorations  in  applied  farm  science.    By  the  end  of  '57,  here  at 
the  Beltsville  Research  Center,  USDA  already  had  two  such  groups  working;  one 
in  the  general  field  of  Mineral  Nutrition  and  another  in  Plant  Physiology. 
Three  other  groups  of  basic  researchers;  on  Blood  Antigen,  Insect  Pathology, 
and  Insect  Physidearn  are  now  in  process  of  being  set  up.    The  Agricultural 
Research  Institute  has  called  this  move  the  single  most  significant  step  in 
decades  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  fundamental  elements  of  agricultural 
science . 


Aim  to  Cut  $9  Billion  Pest  Bill 


In  the  years  immediately  ahead,  Deputy  ARS  Adm'r  M.  R.  Clarkson  told 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  this  week,  the  goal 
should  be  to  maintain  and  advance  the  production  efficiency  of  American  farmers 
by  reducing  the  $9  billion  a  year  diseases  and  pests  are  costing  the  American 
economy.     In  the  years  further  along,  the  stakes  will  be  even  higher.  It 
may  come  to  a  battle  between  man  and  pests  for  survival.    Dr.  Clarkson  advo- 
cated eradication  and  quarantine,  wherever  possible,  as  a  lot  cheaper  than 
trying  to  live  with  a  pest  year-after-year.    He  declared  our  eradication  record 
against  livestock  diseases  and  plant  pests  has  been  outstanding.     He  mentioned 
foot-and-mouth  disease  as  having  been  eradicated  each  time  it  has  invaded  the 
North  American  continent.    Also  Mediterranean  fruit  fly.     Others,  for  all 
practical  purposes  eradicated,  the  cattle  fever  tick,  cattle' scabies,  fowl 
plague,  and  the  highly  fatal  Asiatic  form  of  Newcastle  disease  of  poultry. 
Dr.  Clarkson  called  for  a  reapxoraisal  to  find  out  why  some  eradication  efforts 
are  falling  short,  and  for  more  research  on  chemical,  mechanical,  and  cultural 
methods  of  control.    He  noted  that  agricultural  chemical  industries  have  made 
tremendous  strides  in  recent  years  in  finding  new  organic  pesticides.  Scientists 
are  also  seeking  biological  methods  to  eradicate  pests . 


Trade  Teamwork  Boosts  US  Exports  Release  Sun.  Jan.  5th 

Sunday  The  Department  will  release  a  reviev  of  the  way  private  trade 
and  farm  grouxos  have  teamed  up  with  USDA  to  develop  farm  markets  abroad.  It 
will  show  how  this  cooperation  is  bringing  results;  with  sales  of  U.  S.  turkey 
in  Germany,  U.  S.  dry  milk  in  Thailand,  and  American  wheat  in  Japan.     It  will 
report  millions  of  Trade  Fair  visitors  apparently  impressed  by  the  emphasis 
on  grade,  quality,  packaging  and  competitive  pricing  of  American  products. 


-   eZ.  - 


New  Station  Features  Farm  Extension 

KOAC-TV,  Corvallis,  station  of  the  Oregon  State  System  of  Higher 
Education,  has  undertaken  an  extensive  farm  broadcasting  service  since  going 
on  the  air  last  October  7"th.    While  built  primarily  to  conduct  experimental 
classroom  teaching  work,  KOAC-TV  has  also  accepted  the  responsibility  of  pro- 
gramming to  the  general  audience.    This  meant  a  new  assignment  for  Oregon 
State's  Ag.  extension  staff,  especially  for  William  C.  Smith,  Arnold  Ebert, 
and  Dwight  Fairbanks.    They  started  out  with  a  Tuesday  morning  show  "Extension 
Seven"  (KOAC-TV  is  assigned  channel  7)  reporting  on  research  results  at  OAC. 
This  has  not  been  just  a  farm  show,  but  covers  the  entire  range  of  interests  of 
the  Federal  Extension  Service . 

Starting  next  Monday,  January  6,  the  show  moves  to  a  night  time  spot 
es  the  station  does  its  first  after-dark  telecasting.     "Extension  Seven"  will 
be  on  7:00  "to  7:15  on  Monday  evenings.    And  as  if  this  didn't  keep  them  busy, 
our  friends  at  Oregon  are  also  doing  two  U5~minute  daily  radio  programs. 
We're  glad  to  hear  that  our  USDA-TV  package  service  is  helping  Smith  and  Co. 
fill  in  seme  of  the  gaps.     Good  luck  to  this  new  show  in  the  new  year. 

Poultry  Improvement  by  National  Plan 

In  the  twenty  years  since  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  was 
started,  spectacular  rises  have  taken  £>lace  in  chicken  meat  and  egg  production. 
Now  this  country  produces  ten  times  as  many  broilers  as  20  years  ago,  egg 
production  per  hen  has  gone  up  ^5  percent.    We  can  now  grow  kO  to  4  5  pounds  of 
broiler  meat  on  100  pounds  of  feed.     USDA  poultry  specialists  say  such  improve- 
ment didn't  just  happen.    They  don't  claim  that  NPIP,  the  joint  Federal-State 
organization  of  breeders,  flockowners,  and  hatcherymen,  is  entirely  responsible 
for  the  remarkable  advances.     They  credit  all  branches  of  the  industry,  but 
they  do  say  NPIP  had  a  share .    They  point  out  that  membership  of  NPIP  now 
includes  60  percent  of  this  country's  hatcheries  with  about  73  percent  of  the 
egg  capacity.     The  Plan  covers  39  million  birds  in  67,000  flocks.    And  it  does 
aim  to  build  up  economical  production  of  eggs  and  meat  per  bird  and  increase 
chick  livability  by  getting  rid  of  pullorum  and  typhoid.     Also  it  reflects  new 
developments  in  the  industry  and  new  knowledge  provided  by  research,  by  changing 
its  provisions  from  time  to  time,  to  reflect  improvements. 

Billion  Flies  to  Commit  Race  Suicide 

ARS  entomologists  report  that  when  the  screvworm  eradication  campaign 
gets  in  full  operation  in  the  Southeast  next  summer,  more  than  50  million 
screwworm  flies  sterilized  by  Cobalt-60  radiation,  will  be  released  each  week. 
Because  the  female  flies  mate  only  once,  the  repeated  release  of  males  made 
sterile  with  gamma  radiation  increases  the  chances  that  females  will  mate  with 
sterile  males .    As  the  natural  population  drops  and  the  release  of  sterile  male 
flies  is  held  steady,  the  odds  keep  increasing  that  females  will  mate  only 
with  sterile  males,  and  that  eradication  of  the  insect  will  result.     The  scien- 
tists say  this  use  of  flies  is  one  of  the  great  recent  research  advances  in 
biological  methods  of  pest  control. 

Guarded  Ports  Aid  Livestock  Farmers 


New  Year's  eve,  USDA  reported  that  no  foreign  animal  disease  was  found 
in  this  country  last  year.     This  was  because  alert  Federal  insipectors  kept 
constant  guard  at  our  ports  of  entry  and  border  stations.    They  examined  over 
J+30,000  animals  entering  or  leaving  this  country  during  the  '57  fiscal  year. 
Inspectors  also  boarded  thousands  of  ocean  vessels  and  airplanes  on  the  lookout 
for  prohibited  meats  and  other  possible  carriers  of  insects  or  diseases. 
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Farming  Trends  in  1958 

In  the  January  issue  of  "Agricultural  Research"  out  today,  USDA  economists 
estimate  that,  from  present  indications,  farm-cost  increases  will  probably  prove 
smaller  this  year  than  last.    They  say  the  bulk  of  expenses  in  farm  production 
are  now  on  factory- produced  items.    They  expect  farmer  income  from  non-farm 
sources  to  increase  and  the  number  of  persons  on  farms  to  continue  to  decrease. 
This  could  mean  a  slight  gain  in  per  capita  income  of  farmers.    They  note  that 
on  farms  with  sales  over  $2500  off-farm  income  accounts  for  one-fourth  of  the 
total  income.    On  farms  with  less  than  $2500  sales,  three-fourths  of  the  total 
farm- family  income  is  from  off-farm  sources.    The  economists  predict  a  continued 
decline  of  about  2  percent  to  continue  to  center  in  low-production  farms. 

Cotton  -  Nature's  Wonder  Fiber 

Monday  here  in  the  Department  we'll  see  this  new  motion  picture  designed 
to  promote  the  use  of  U.S.  cotton  abroad.     It  was  produced  by  the  Cotton 
Council  International  in  cooperation  with  USDA,  runs  25  minutes,  and  shows  how 
versatile  modern  cotton,  with  its  modern  chemical  finishes,  has  now  become.  It 
will  be  reproduced  with  sound  in  7  languages  for  use  in  9  countries.     It  is 
being  financed  by  foreign  currencies  under  PL  k80,  and  by  contributions  from 
the  Cotton  Council  and  foreign  trade  associations.    Our  boys  are  now  producing 
a  companion  film  for  distribution  in  the  U.S. 

Two  Promising  New  'Safer'  Insecticides 

Yesterday  our  Beltsville  chemists  announced  two  promising  new  synthetic 
'mum'  insecticides.    They  have  worked  so  well  in  tests  against  malaria 
mosquitoes,  codling  moths,  salt  marsh  caterpillars,  southern  army  worms,  and 
body  lice,  our  people  are  applying  for  public  service  patents  on  them.  They 
are  going  ahead  now  making  further  tests  of  these  new  compounds  against  other 
insects.    The  compounds  are  derived  from  chrysanthemum c  acid,  a  synthetic 
material  similar  to  an  acid  found  in  flowers  of  the  'mum'  family.  Pyrethrum 
and  allethrin  long  considered  the  safest  of  insecticides  are  far  outdone  by 
these  new  ones,  which  equal  them  as  insect  killers,  and  are  even  less  toxic  to 
warm-blooded  animals. 

USDA- State  Engineers  Improve  Water  Control 

A  century  of  trial  and  error  didn't  solve  Florida's  water  problem,  but  now 
the  scientists  think  they're  on  their  way.    They  reported  today  they  are  managing 
to  take  the  guess  work  out  of  flood,  drainage,  and  water  supply  control.  They 
figure  facts  being  learned  in  Florida  may  help  in  other  parts  of  the  country  - 
may  give  others  with  drainage  problems  a  good  start  on  research  they'll  have  to 
do  locally  to  develop  their  drenched  lands.    Florida's  alternate  floods  and 
droughts  are  being  dealt  with  by  a  re search- based  system  of  canals,  reservoirs 
and  pumps.    They  are  finding  how  much  water  crops  need  and  how  much  they  can 
stand  -  not  only  what  the  crops  use  but  also  how  much  is  evaporated  from  canals 
and  reservoirs  and  how  much  water  weeds  use. 

U.S.  Brucellosis-Free  by  i960? 

At  year's  end  9  States,  Puerto  Rico,  and  h6k  counties  in  27  other  States 
have  now  been  certified  as  having  not  more  than  1  percent  of  their  cattle 
infected  with  brucellosis  and  not  more  than  5  percent  of  their  herds.    The  aim 
of  the  brucellosis  eradication  program  is  now  toward  i960  as  the  target  date 
for  country- wide  certification. 


Landing  in  the  Nets  Week  of  Jan.  6-11 

"New  Horizons  in  Federal  Extension"  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  Jan.  11. 

"Highlights,  Annual  Convention,  American  National  Cattlemens '  Association  over 
NBC  on  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  noon,  Sat.  Jan.  11  EST. 

"The  Way  We  Eat"  -  No.  2  -  How  the  Experts  Find  Out  on  the  ABNetwork  in  the 
American  Farmer,  Sat.  Jan.  11,  12:30  to  12:55  p.m.  EST 

"CBS  Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  on  CB§,  Sat.  Jan.  11,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

"Washington  Farm  Report"  with  Richard  Ilarkness  on  NBC  Monday  thru  Friday 
evenings.     (See  local  schedules  for  time  in  your  area) 

USDA-TV  Package  "Market  News  for  Grains"  for  mailing  Thurs.  Jan.  9. 

New  Year  Tape  Library  Additions 

These  are  now  ready  -  Send  tape  for  them  quick  if  you  want  a  dubbing: 

1Q18      Crop  Research  -  Ernie  Moore,  ARS,  reports  significant  research  of  past 

year.  TIME:     55  sec. 

2Ql8     Soil  Bank  Summary  -  Howard  Boggett,  who  heads  the  Soil  Eank  Program 
reports  on  activities  during  the  past  year.  TIME:  2:57 

3Ql8     Rural  Development  Report  -  By  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  Morse. 

TIME:  2:28 

bQl8     Progress  Against  Livestock  Pests  and  Diseases  -  Jack  Towers  chats  with 

Dr.  Donald  Van  Houweling,  ass't  adm'r  ARS,  about  significant  developments 
during  past  year.  TIME:  3:37 

Foresters  Searching  for  American  Chestnuts 

....  Not  the  kind  some  of  your  story-telling  friends  relate  -  but 
big  trees  that  are  free  from  blight.    The  Forest  Service  would  like  to  learn 
the  location  of  more  large  American  chestnut  trees.    The  foresters  still  see 
some  chance  of  bringing  back  these  trees,  formerly  our  main  reliance  for 
leather  tanning  material.    Last  year  big  blight-free  American  chestnut  trees 
were  located  in  36  States.    USDA's  Forest  Service  is  checking  resistance  of 
these  newly  found  trees  two  ways,  by  inoculation  of  the  native  trees  with  the 
blight  fungus,  and  by  grafting  scionwood  from  trees  suspected  of  being  resistant 
on  small  seedlings  in  areas  where  blight  is  present.    Resistant  trees  will  live 
and  others  will  die  after  enough  exposure  to  the  disease.    The  Chestnut  blight 
got  into  this  country  from  the  Orient  50  years  ago.    It  has  skeletonized  those 
formerly  valuable  trees  over  wide  areas  of  our  eastern  forests. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


P.S.    NAB  says  requests  for  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  kits  are  lagging.    They  urge 
you  to  get  your  order  in.    Also,  Don  Lerch  needs  your  orders  for  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day  platters.     Sooner  the  better. 


RFD  LEffER 

XO   JUN  5- 1258 

Radio  Farm  Directors  " 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Bear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


January  10,  19 5 8 
Letter  No.  803 


In  his  message  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Council  of  Farmer 
Cooperatives  at  Houston  this  week,  Secretary  Benson  called  on  co-ops  to  pro- 
claim publicly  and  widely  the  benefits,  to  farm  people,  which  the  cooperative 
method  provides.    Co-ops  have  demonstrated  their  durability,  in  the  rough-and- 
tumble  of  the  market  place.    The  Secretary  declared  it  is  sound  business 
judgment  for  farmers,  through  their  own  co-ops,  capably  directed  by  professional 
management,  to  provide  for  themselves  the  bargaining  power  they  must  have.  With 
such  power,  he  said,  farmers  can  equitably  provide  for  themselves  the  many  and 
complex  off -farm  materials  and  services  upon  which  their  production  depends. 
He  pointed  out  that  farmers  increasingly  depend  on  off-farm  services  and  upon 
others  for  assembling,  processing,  packaging,  transporting  and  selling  their 
products. 

Agriculture  Continues  Growth  in  Strength 

The  Secretary  also  issued  a  statement  reviewing  the  past  year's  accomplish- 
ments.   He  reported  that  during  '57  farm  commodity  exports  were  at  an  all-time 
record  total;  CCC  moved  record  stocks  of  surplus  farm  products  into  consumption; 
the  Soil  Bank  helped  check  the  buildup  of  surpluses;  and  the  Rural  Development 
Program  was  further  extended.    Scientific  successes  included  virtual  eradication 
of  the  Mediterranean  fruit  fly  in  Florida;  use  of  by-products  of  atomic  energy 
in  a  campaign  against  the  sere  worm  menace  to  livestock;  and  the  purifying, 
isolating  and  photographing  of  the  virus  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.    He  indicated, 
however,  that  farmers  must  be  able  to  adapt  to  changing  conditions,  new  techniques; 
new  crops  and  new  crop  uses. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Nearly  Here 

"Farm  Broadcasting  Serves  Rural  America"  is  the  theme.    Requests  for  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day  information  aids  kits  are  running  behind  last  year,  the  Nat'l 
Association  of  Broadcasters  tells  us.    We  figure  this  is  due  to  press  of  other 
business,  Christmas  holidays,  etc.    But  let's  get  with  it.    The  big  day  is 
Saturday,  February  1.    The  first  National  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  last  year  was  a 
huge  success.    A  strong  follow- through  is  essential  to  call  public  attention 
adequately  to  the  public  service  job  being  done,  day  in  and  day  out,  by  the 
nation's  farm  broadcasters  on  television  and  radio. 

In  addition  to  helps  in  the  kit,  a  platter  of  recorded  statements  by 
Secretary  Benson,  FCC  Chairman  Doerfer  and  other  national  agricultural  leaders 
is  available  at  nominal  cost  (v>5.00)  through  the  National  Association  of  Radio 
and  Television  Farm  Directors.    For  the  platter  contact  Don  Lerch,  1025 
Connecticut  Ave.,  N.  VI. ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Day  is  co- sponsored  by  the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters,  the 
National  Association  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  and  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 


Tomorrow's  Careers  in  Agriculture 


Tomorrow,  January  11,  Paul  Vogel,  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  begins  his  new  15  min. 
series  of  5:30  a.m.  radio  broadcasts  on  "Careers  in  Agriculture".    So  far  the 
series  is  scheduled  on  the  second  Saturday  of  each  month  for  the  next  8  to  10 
months.    The  program  aims  to  attract  more  high  school  seniors  to  agricultural 
colleges,  and  two  well-knoxm  farming  authorities,  Bean  John  Longwell  of  U.  of 
Mo.  and.  Dr.  A.  D.  Weber,  Kansas  State,  will  alternate  as  guest  speakers. 
They'll  point  out  the  opportunities  for  more  and  more  ag.  college  graduates  in 
ag.  industry  and  allied  fields.    Good  idea,  Paul,  America  needs  more  of  this. 

[eavy  Feeding  of  Livestock 

The  U.  S.  Crop  Board  reported  this  week  that  last  year's  huge  feed  crops 
are  stimulating  livestock  production  in  two  ways.    They  are  causing  heavy 
feeding  of  hogs,  cattle  and  lambs  this  winter.    They  are  leading  to  increased 
farrowing  of  pigs  next  spring.    The  bulk  of  the  cattle  on  feed  will  stay  on 
feed  through  the  winter.     Long  feeding  will  result  in  many  hogs  and  fed  cattle 
and  fed  lambs  being  marketed  at  heavy  weights.    The  Board  specialists  see  a 
serious  danger  of  wide  discounts  for  overweight.    Except  for  this,  they  figure 
cattle  prices  may  run  as  high  in  '58  or  higher  than  in  '57«    As  for  meat  for 
consumers,  they  say  the  retail  supplies  per  person  in  the  first  half  of  '58 
will  probably  amount  to  as  much  or  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago.    For  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year,  they  see  more  pork,  and  the  higher  grades  of  beef  likely 
to  prove  more  plentiful  in  the  second  quarter  of  this  year. 

Behydrofrozen  Peas  to  Boost  Market 

Market  development  specialists  of  AMS  think  the  new  product,  dehydro- 
frozen  peas,  developed  by  USBA's  Western  Lab,  may  expand  markets  for  peas. 
These  are  neither  dried  peas  nor  frozen  peas.    They  are  peas  dehydrated  to 
about  50  percent  of  their  fresh  weight  and  then  frozen  and  packaged  by  the  same 
process  as  regular  frozen  peas.    The  50  percent  reduction  in  weight  does  not 
affect  the  quality  of  the  peas.    But  it  does  make  them  easier  and  cheaper  to 
handle.    A  merchant  can  ship  or  store  twice  as  many  dehydrofrozen  peas  in  the 
space  he  has  for  frozen  peas.    By  using  the  new  product  under  commercial 
conditions,  the  researchers  see  a  net  cut  in  delivery  cost  of  at  least  2  cents  a 
pound  compared  with  frozen  peas.    They  are  just  as  easy  to  prepare  and  cook. 

Here  and  There  with  the  Researchers 

Our  Beltsville  scientists  have  found  an  effective  way  to  sterilize  sensitive 
materials  that  can't  stand  steam,  dry  heat,  or  j.iquid  chemicals.    Working  with 
the  U.S.  Army  Chemical  Corps,  they've  managed  to  combine  the  highly  flammable 
ethylene  oxide  with  chemicals  used  in  aerosol  "%  ombs"  to  make  a  germ  killer  safe 

from  fire  danger  AMS  researchers  are  trying  to  find  ways  of  expanding 

markets  for  farm  products.    As  part  of  that  study,  they've  been  working  with 
the  American  Sheep  Producers  to  measure  the  effect  of  an  advertising  and 
promotional  campaign  on  sales  of  lamb.     Sales  showed  the  promotion  helped.   .   .  . 
During  the  past  year,  marketing  specialists  also  tested  a  low-cost  system  for 
sprinkling  hogs  with  water  in  truck-trailers  during  hot  weather.    Ir.  the  .tests 
there  were  no  death  losses  and  reductions  in  loss  of  weight  of  the  hogs  in 
transit  were  substantial.   .   .  .The  Cotton  Council  International  has  reported  to 
Secretary  Benson  that  the  use  of  cotton  abroad  is  showing  a  definite  increase 
in  countries  where  market  development  programs  are  operating.   .   .  . 


An  Appraisal  of  BBC-TV r  s " Farming" 


When  the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation  Launched  its  weekly  network 
farm  show  last  fall,  producer  Hilary  Phillips  did  us  the  courtesy  of  sending 
over  a  kinescope  of  the  second  telecast.    We've  taken  a  couple  of  looks  at  it, 
have  shown  it  to  a  few  interested  people,  including  seme  agricultural  folks 
from  the  British  Embassy,  and  others  around  the  Department. 

The  first  thing  that  strikes  the  person  familiar  with  American  TV  is  the 
difference  in  pace.    We  would  say  it's  casual,  almost  leisurely.    As  our  Jules 
Renaud  says,   "It's  a  refreshing  change  from  the  split  second  timing  of  shows 
over  here."     Of  course,  it  does  now  and  then  get  our  British  friends  into 
awkward  cueing  and  timing  situations  hut  they  don't  seem  to  mind  and  I'm  sure 
we  don't  either. 

The  master  of  ceremonies  is  himself  a  farmer  with  some  broadcast  experi- 
ence as  a  frequent  paid  guest  on  BBC  radio.     He  shepherds  the  various  features 
through  their  relaxed  paces  with  the  aplomb  of  a  local  Grange  master  conducting 
a  business  meeting.     Something  rare  to  American  broadcasts,  the  emcee  takes 
sides  in  discussions,  differing  sharply  with  a  guest  on  one  occasion. 

Hilary's  cameramen  had  been  to  an  apple  farm  for  scenes  of  harvesting, 
sorting,  grading,  and  packing.    The  farmer  himself  was  in  the  studio  and  did  a 
live,  extemporaneous,  and  slightly  droll  narration  of  the  film  which  our  audi- 
ence here  considered  priceless.    There  were  other  filmed  features,  including 
one  with  a  stock  farmer  in  northern  Scotland,  with  stock  shows  in  England  ard 
Kenya.    Most  incongruous  portion  was  the  farm  news  portion  where  the  farm  news- 
man seemed  to  be  doing  a  radio  bit  on  TV,  was  apparently  ill  at  ease, and  at 
one  point  almost  addressed  his  interviewee  as  "Mr .  Scrapie".     This,  and  some 
signals  from  the  emcee  to  the  director  which  weren't  intended  for  the  camera 
provided  bits  of  unintentional  comic  relief.    These  are  things  that  have  happened 
to  all  of  us,  of  course. 

Following  the  thirty  minute  "Farming"  show,  came  a  five-minute  weather 
round-up  by  a  meteci olegist  who  included  in  his  presentation  a  scientific  dis- 
cussion of  soil  temperature.     Some  of  our  co-viewers  criticised  him  from  straying 
away  from  his  purpose  of  giving  weather  information,  but  we  thought  his  soil 
temperature  information  quite  interesting  and  useful.    Perhaps  he  could  have 
covered  the  weather,  THEN  given  the  discussion. 

We've  seen  smoother  television  productions,  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
but  can't  think  of  one  with  any  greater  interest  potential.    The  kinescope  we 
saw  was  the  second  in  the  series  and  the  obvious  kinks  in  the  show  probaMy  have 
long  since  been  ironed  out. 

In  short,  we  liked  the  sample  and  would  like  to  see  some  more,  whenever 
possible.     Our  best  wishes  to  Harry  Hunt,  Hilary  Phillips  and  the  other  respon- 
sible. 

Debut  of  Future  RFD:    Richard  Edward  Loesing,  No.  1  son  of  our  George  Loesing, 
vent  on  the  air  today  at  1:00  a.m.  in  his  first  broadcast.    Mother  and  boy  doing 
fine.    George  is  in  a  daze.     Our  congratulations  to  all  three. 

Weed  Experts  Next  Week  at  Memphis 

Jan.  12-15,  the  Weed  Society  of  America,  made  up  of  about  1,000  weed- 
control  specialists,  plant  and  soil  reseachers  from  all  over,  will  meet  in  Memphis 
USDA  scientists  will  present  30  papers  dealing  with  different  phases  of  weed 
control  research  during  the  ^-day  program.     Some  of  these  will  apply  to  v,Teed 
problems  in  crops,  others  to  weeds  in  the  right-of-way,  pastures,  turf,  range- 
lands,  and  forests,  and  in  streams  and  ponds.     Dr.  H.L.  Haller,  Ass't  Adm'r  ARS 
will  discuss  the  effect  of  the  Miller  Bill  on  Weed  Research  and  the  Development 
of  Weed  Killers  and  Recommendations  for  their  use  in  crops.     The  Southern  Weed 
Conference  will  also  hold  its  annual  meeting  in  Memphis  Jan. 15  and  be  hosts  of 
the  new  Society  on  that  day.    This  will  be  the  second  meeting  of  the  WSA. 
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Two  Times  for  Christmas  Tree  Shows 

Elton  Tait,  Pa.  Ext.,  wonders  why  WCSH,  Portland,  Me.,  Jake  Brofee  waited 
until  Dec.  l6  for  his  Christmas  tree  grading  program.    Elton  says  most  of  their 
commercial  growers  had  already  graded  their  trees  "before  that  time.    He  reports 
Al  Voigt,  ext.  mkt.  spec,  W.  W.  Simonds,  Ext.  forester,  and  Bill  Folwell,  put 
on  a  Christmas  tree  grading  demonstration  on  WFBG-TV  on  their  "Farm,  Home  and 
Garden"  program  on  Oct.  1.    We  haven't  consulted  Jake  yet,  hut  suggest  he  may 
have  "been  aiming  his  at  the  buyer  and  ultimate  consumer.    Maybe  you  are  both 
right,  Elton.' 

What's  in  the  Farm  Nets  Week  of  Jan.  13~l8 

National  Western  Stock  Show,  Denver,  Colo.,  highlights  plus  a  short  report 
on  the  Weed  Society  of  America  meeting  at  Memphis  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home 
Hour,  noon,  Sat.  Jan.  l8  over  NBC  network. 

And,  of  course,  on  CBS  our  old  friend  CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney, 
Sat.  Jan.  18.    Sat.  a.m.  9:30  to  9:^5  EST. 

Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness  on  NBC  Monday  thru  Friday 
evenings.     (.Look  up  your  local  schedules  for  the  time). 

On  the  Clear  Channel  stations  over  the  Jan.  18  weekend  that  Look  Ahead  at 
Extension.    Adm'r  C.  M.  Ferguson,  Ext.,  Eunice  Heywood,  ass't  dir.  of  Ext. 
women's  programs,  and  Ed  Aiton,  dir.  of  k-E  activities  will  discuss  the  new 
horizons  with  Layne  Beaty.     Originally  scheduled  for  this  weekend. 

USDA  package  for  mailing  Jan.  16:    Financing  Modern  Farmers  as  shown  "by 
FHA  in  still  pictures. 

New  Tapes  for  You  in  our  Library 

Send  blank  tape  for  dub 

5Ql8    Help  for  Conservation    Ken  Gapen  of  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
Service  explains  how  it  works  to  expand  conservation  practices.  TIME:  2:55 

6ojL8    Pest  Eradication  Philosophy  -  Dr.  M.  R.  Clarkson,  Deputy  Adm'r  of  ARS 

talks  with  Jack  Towers  about  wiping  out  pests  instead  of  living  with  them. 

TIME:  ^:15 

1A18    Food  for  Boll  Weevils  -  Howard  Hass  of  ARS  tells  how  present  studies 
of  insect's  nutritional  needs  will  help  control  these  pests. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  'jk  editor  of  NATRFD  Chats, 
has  been  named  a  member  of  the  N.C.  State  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Farmers' 
Home  Administration  


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  Z:  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 


To 


JUN5-1858 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Fam  Broadcaster: 


January  17 ,  1958 
Letter  Wo.  Qok 


Enclosed  is  our  Foreign  Agricultural  Service's  fact  sheet  on  farm  exports 
for  the  past  fiscal  year.    You  may  find  the  table  and  breakdown  by  commodities > 
very  helpful.    As  you  will  notice,  agricultural  exporting  is  big  business.  It 
moved  abroad  the  output  of  one  acre  of  5  of  our  cropland. 

Chief  Reports  Progress  in  Conservation 

SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  notes  a  steadily  growing  local  and  state  investment 
in  soil  and  water  conservation.    He  considers  that  one  of  the  most  significant 
developments  in  the  histor}'  of  our  conservation  movement.    He  figures  local 
and  state  interests  —  private  and  governmental  —  are  contributing  at  least 
one  fourth  of  the  annual  operating  costs  of  soil  conservation  districts. 

He  was  down  in  Hugh  Bennett  country  this  week,  talking  to  the  N.C.  SCS 
Ass'n  of  District  Supervisors,  and  took  the  occasion  to  review  progress  since 
SCS  Daddy  Bennett's  time.    He  reported  more  than  a  third  of  all  the  farms  in 
the  country  are  now  in  some  stage  of  having  complete  conservation  plans  applied 
on  them  through  districts.    One  and  three-quarters  million  farmers  are  coopera- 
ting in  the  over  2,775  communities  or  counties  in  soil  conservation  districts. 
Soil  surveys  have  been  completed  on  considerably  more  than  half  a  billion 
acres  of  district  land.    He  pointed  out  that  the  figures  on  contour  farming, 
terracing,  cover  cropping,  conservation  rotations,  pasture  plantings,  farm 
ponds,  tree  planting,  wildlife  area  improvement,  conservation  drainage  and 
irrigation  improvement,  and  other  practices  reflect  the  long  strides  we  have 
made  in  conservation  over  the  last  20  years. 

Adm'r  Williams  stressed  the  big  and  important  job  yet  to  do.    Next  to  SCS 
districts,  he  considered  the  Watershed.  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act  the 
most  important  conservation  "tool"  available.    He  reported  55  active  "pilot" 
small  watershed  projects  under  way.     During  the  past  three  years,  37  states 
have  enacted  77  different  pieces  of  legislation  bearing  on  the  small- water shed 
undertaking. 

Here's  That  Corn  Pest  Again.' 

ARS  today  issued  the  Federal-State  Cooperative  Economic  Insect  Report 
estimating  the  number  of  live  corn  borers  on  hand  to  spawn  this  year's  crop  of 
these  expensive  pests.    Numbers  to  do  the  damage  will  depend,  on  weather  this 
winter  and  spring.    Surveys  show  more  borers  to  start  with  in  the  Corn  Belt, 
than  a  year  ago.    Fewer  in  the  East  and  further  spread,  in  the  South;  for 
example  several  new  parishes  in  La.  reported  infestations  last  fall.    In  ^0 
years  corn  borers  have  spread  from  Boston  to  38  states.    This  insect  cost 
farmers  nearly  120  million  dollars  in  '56,  the  last  year  for  which  figures  are 
yet  available. 
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Do  You  Speak  Customers1  Language? 

We  have  in  mind  any  Latin-American  audience  you  may  have.     Last  fall  in 
"Sponsor"  Bill  Miksch  pointed  out  to  advertisers  that  in  the  Southwest, 
Florida,  and  New  York  City  there  are  potentially  big  audiences  of  Latin 
Americans,  most  of  whom  are  bi- lingual  but  who  listen  almost  entirely  to 
Spanish  language  programs.    Not  many  have  TV  but  Miksch  reports  95$  saturation 
of  radio  sets.    He  mentions  KTXN,  Texas  Spanish  Language  Network  station, 
Austin;  KWKW,  Los  Angeles;  KTXN,  San  Antonio;  XEO,  Brownsville;  XEOR,  McAllen, 
Tex;  KIFN,  Phoenix,  Ariz.;  WAHR,  Miami;  WHOM,  New  York  City;  and  others  with 
programs  in  Spanish.    He  notes  that  newscasts,  especially  with  a  Latin  slant 
and  touching  on  local  problems,  are  becoming  more  and  more  popular  in  Spanish 
radio.    We're  wondering  about  farm  programs  in  Spanish.    We  know  there  have 
been  some  in  the  past. 

An  Adventure  into  Creativity 

J.  K.  (Mac)  McClarren,  ass't  dir.  of  info.,  reports  our  6th  annual  USDA 
Visual  Workshop  has  already  registered  300 ,  30  Ext.  people  from  20  colleges 
with  2k  states  officially  represented  and  h  foreign  countries  sending  9 
representatives  for  the  meetings  here  Jan.  27-31»    Mornings  commercial  art, 
design,  television  and  public  relations  specialists  will  discuss  their 
creative  techniques.    Afternoons,  in  addition  to  5  how-to-do-it  workshops  in 
Art  and  Graphics,  Photography,  Motion  Pictures,  Exhibits  and  TV,  administra- 
tive seminars  will  be  held  on  planning  and  using  visuals  creatively.    A  two- 
day  trade  show  of  audio-visual  equipment  will  be  on  down  in  the  patio.  Other 
features  of  the  workshop  will  include  a  tour  of  the  National  Housing  Center's 
exhibit,  plus  foreign  and  domestic  film  showings. 

Timely  Recordings  for  your  Tape 

7Q13    "Sizing  Up  our  Farm  Exports"  .   .   .   .Jack  Towers,  USDA  Radio  and  TV 

illustrates  how  large  our  record  farm  exports  were  in  1957*  TIME:  1:00 

8Ql8    "Early  Results  of  Trial  Bid  Plan".   .   .Secretary  Eenson,  at  a  recent 
news  conference,  tells  of  the  response  to  the  trial  bid  plan  of  the 
Soil  Bank's  Conservation  Reserve.  TIME:  2:25 

9Q18    "What '  s  Ahead  in  Extension  Work"  .   .  .The  Federal  Extension  Service 

recently  held  its  annual  conference  to  determine  what  changes  would 

be  needed  in  the  extension  program.  Ext.  Adm'r  Clarence  Ferguson 

tells  Layne  Beaty  about  some  of  the  points  discussed.  TIME:  ^:01 

2Alo    "Marketing  Research"     .   .   .   .Mrs.  Trienah  Meyers,  head  of  the  Market 
Surveys  section,  AMS,  tells  what  marketing  research  is,  how  it  is 
carried  out,  and  how  it  helps  the  producer  and  the  consumer.  TIME:  2:08 

U.S.  Plans  Poultry  Promotion  Abroad 

Our  foreign  market  specialists  expect  U.S.  poultry  and  poultry  product 
market  development  programs,  now  in  progress  or  planned,  in  Latin  America  and 
Europe,  to  prove  a  big  help  in  future  sales  abroad.      They  expect  our  folks  to 
face  keen  competition  for  shell  egg  markets  in  the  next  few  years,  but  they 
see  good  opportunities  for  frozen  poultry,  baby  chicks  and  breeding  stock.  So 
far  no  country  has  equalled  U.S.  efficiency  in  producing  high-quality  poultry 
meat.    These  experts  find  U.S.  breeding  stock  widely  acknowledged  as  the  best 
in  the  world. 
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More  Imagination  in  TV  Programs 

/Id-man  Bob  Foreman,  in  "Sponsor",  recently  called  for  more  imaginative, 
more  interpretive,  more 'non-literal,  un-cliched  treatment  to  give  'personality' 
to  TV  presentations.     He  was  talking  to  the  sales  people.     But  it  seems  to  me 
that  much  he  said  also  applies  to  farm  programs,  as  well  as  commercials.  One 
of  the  great  strengths  of  television  is  that  it  provides  us  with  live  action 
and  real  people  in  motion.    But  Bob  warns  that  it  is  also  the  most  literal  of 
media.     On  TV,  our  cliches  can  be  twice  as  boring,  our  truisms  twice  as  obvious, 
and  our  simulated  discussions  can  be  too  corny,  too  obvious,  and  too  phony. 
He  suggests  that  in  creating  a  personality  for  one's  program,  it  must  convey 
something  of  value  and  desirability  without  use  of  words.     As  he  says,  "All 
the  words  in  Webster's  cannot  create  a  personality." 

High  Grade  Cotton  Supply  Halved 

In  a  release  this  morning,  the  International  Cotton  Advisory  Committee 
reported  world  production  of  cotton  down  significantly.     It  expects  total 
stocks  in  the  U.S.  to  fall  to  around  &%  million  bales,  still  above  normal, 
but  6  million  bales  less  than  two  years  ago.    But  in  the  higher  grades  there 
is  no  longer  any  surplus.     It  says  the  statistical  situation  could  become 
tight  before  the  end  of  the  season. 

Cattle  Marketing  Plans  Reported 

Yesterday  the  Crop  Reporting  Ecard  reported  cattle  feeders  had  3  percent 
fewer  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  the  first  of  this  year  than  a  year  ago.  In 
the  Corn  Belt  the  number  was  up  a  bit,  but  down  considerably  in  the  Western 
States.    Feeders  in  the  13  chief  cattle  feeding  states  indicate  they  have  more 
light  weight  cattle  on  feed  than  last  year.    They  plan  to  market  15  percent  in 
January,  Ik  percent  in  February,  and  12  percent  in  March.    They'll  market  59 
percent,  or  nearly  3  million  head,  after  April  1. 

Rural  development  in  Action  


Joe  Boherty,  RDP,  reports  an  outstanding  example  of  how  Rural  Eevelopers 
are  taking  vocational  training  to  the  country.     He  says  in  three  heavily  rural 
areas  in  Kentucky,  farm,  education  and  industry  leaders  are  working  to  build 
prosperity.    They  have  three  vo-ag  teachers  assigned  full  time  to  covering 
classes  in  ten  rural  counties.    They  give  the  people  opportunity  to  study 
trade  skills  such  as  plumbing,  welding,  and  office  work. 

Low  Cost  Control  of  Johnson-Grass 

This  is  important  to  farmers  in  38  States  where  Johnson  grass  is  a 
serious  weed  pest.    Field  tests  by  the  Ga.  Experiment  Station  and  the  USDA 
indicate  that  sodium  delapon,  used  at  proper  rates  and  the  right  time, 
can  largely  replace  costly  cultural  practices,  which  often  require  taking 
land  out  of  crop  production.    That  was  on  cropland.     Even  more  striking 
results  were  obtained  from  sodium  dalapon  used  as  a  foliage  spray  on  Johnson 
grass  on  non-crop  land.    The  specialists  say  it  is  the  most  effective  weed- 
killer they've  tried. 
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How  Does  Your  Garden  Program  Grow? 

After  consulting  Bill  Bennett's    "Barnyard  Almanac",  UCAU-TV,  Philadelphia, 
we  suddenly  realized  it  is  time  to  get  going  on  garden  shows.    Last  week  Bill 
had  Rutgers  veg.  specialist  W.  Bradford  Johnston  starting  plants  indoors.  This 
week  he  had  Bon  Lacey,  home  grounds  specialist ,  out  doing  the  winter  pruning 
of  ornamentals.     He's  got  others  all  lined  up  to  do  his  gardening  up  to  June 
1.   .   .Guess  it's  up  to  us  to  get  out  the  seed,  catalogue.     Let's  see  if  we  can 
sprout  some  new  ideas.   .   .Any  of  you  who  get  any,  let's  hear  about  them. 

TV  Leads  Farmers  Back  to  School 

This  winter  -  Feb.  13  through  April  3  -  Cornell's  TV  specialist  Jim  Veeder 
plans  to  have  500  New  York  farmers  enrolled  in  an  8-week  course  over  WC NY-TV. 
Farmer  students  will  get  work  books,  reference  materials  and  regular  assignments. 
Four  profs,  and  several  county  agents,  will  use  live  materials  and  props, 
charts,  maps,  graphs,  artwork,  and  film  in  broadcasting  instruction  on  farm  book- 
keeping, quality  roughage,  hay  and  pasture  establishment,  and  harvesting  methods 
and  equipment.     School  will  be  Thursdays,  from  11:30  to  12  noon.     Jim  says  this 
Cornell  U.  try  is  a  TV-first  for  New  York  State. 


Farm  Net  Listening  Jan.  20- 2 5 

"Southern  California  Agriculture"  on  National  Farm  and  Heme  Hour  noon 
Sat.  January  25,  coast-to-ccast  on  NEC  network. 

"New  Beyond.- the -Horizon  Researchers"  with  Dr.  Byron  Shaw,  ARS  adm'r,  on 
Clear  Channel  Stations  Jan.  25  weekend.. 

"What  Do  you  Eat"  No.  k.     New  Farm  Products  with  Dr.  John  Matchett,  ARS 
and  The  Caro-red  High-vitamin  Tomato"  from  Purdue  University  on  AB  nation-wide 
network,  12:30  to  12:55  Sat.  Jan.  25. 

"Washington  Farm  Report"  with  Richard  Harkness,  on  NBC  Men.  thru  Fri. 
evenings.    Consult  your  local  listings. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  Sat.  a.m.  9:30  to  9:^5.     Jan.  25. 


US DA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Jan.  23:     New  Great  Plains  Program  traces 
experiences  of  one  family  as  shown  in  set  of  20-pictures-20. 

Salesman  Sam    Comes  word  that  Sam  Schneider,  pioneer  farm  broadcaster,  (1938- 
1957);  charter  member  and  one-time  (1952)  pres.  of  NATRFD,  is  now  with  CBS 
Radio  Spot  Sales  in  Chicago.     Sam  was  at  KV00,  Tulsa,  until  he  joined  Sponsor 
Magazine  as  midwest  sales  mgr.  last  year. 


Sincerely, 

P         O  , 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


P.S.    Remember 1  -  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  comes  on  a-pace  -  February  1  is  the  DAY. 
Do  you  have  plans  made  for  local  and  regional  observance? 


RFO  LETTER 


lis  Ss 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


January  2k ,  19.50 
Lettei-  Wo.  Bo*? 


Luck  to  you  for  a  most  successful  Farm  Broadcasting  Dayi    And  don't 
forget  to  tell  us  about  your  celebration:    From  what  MPRFD  Prexy  Boh  Miller 
says,  programs  seem  to  he  shaping  up  fine  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  Only 
a  few  days  left  for  that  "bigger  and  better  last-minute  push.    Let  us  know 
especially  about  any  unusual  features  with  which  you  observe  the  Bay?  As 
IT.  M.  Armistead,  President  of  the  American  Veterinary  Medical  Association  will 
say  in  his  release  Sat.  Feb.  1,  "Farm  Radio  and  Television  Program  Directors 
can  be  justly  proud,  on  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  of  their  year-round  contribu- 
tion in  bringing  scientific  information  to  the  farmer  in  terms  he  can  use  in 
his  daily  work. " 

Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Sign- UP 

In  a  preliminary  report  on  the  first  week's  sign-up  of  the  Soil  Bank 
Acreage  Reserve  for  spring-planted  crops,  USDA  today  said  farmers  signed  agree- 
ments offering  more  than  k  million,  600  thousand  acres  of  corn,  cotton,  rice, 
and  tobacco  allotment  land.    This  report  covered  the  week  ending  January  17- 

By  crops,  Acreage  Reserve  agreements  reported  to  USDA  by  State  ASC 
officers  totaled: 


3  million,  266  thousand  acres  of  cotton; 
1  million,  23o  thousand  acres  of  corn; 
More  than  72  thousand  acres  of  rice;  and 

More  than  39  thousand  acres  of  flue-cured  and  Maryland  type  tobaccos 
The  sign-up  for  other  eligible  types  of  tobacco  has  not  been  started 
January  17  because  1958  acreage  allotments  for  those  types  were  not 
then  available  in  the  producing  states. 
The  k  million,  600  thousand  acres  offered  were  in  nearly  360  thousand 
agreements  filed  by  farmers  with  County  ASC  committees.     If  the  agreements 
become  effective  and  farmers  comply  with  the  program,  they  could  earn  a  maximum 
of  more  than  2k0  million  dollars. 

The  sign-up  for  spring-planted  crops  will  close  torch  7. 

Dust  for  Hornfly  Control  on  Dairy  Cows:    The  Department  has  just  announced  it 
does  not  recommend  use  of"  methoxychlor  sprays  on  dairy  cows  for  control  of  horn 
flies  or  other  insect  pests.     It  recoirmends  methoxychlor  applied  as  a  dust 
treatment  only  -  for  control  of  hornflies  on  dairy  cattle.     Its  entomologists 
have  found  that  this  dust  properly  applied  to  only  the  backs  of  dairy  cattle 
provides  excellent  control  without  any  residue  of  the  insecticide  occurring  in 
the  milk. 
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George  Gets  the  "Lie"  of  the  Land 


That  roving  reporter,  George  German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D.  tells  us  a  South 
Dakota  farmer  had  a  field,  so  long  that  when  he  set  out  in  the  spring  with  a  plow, 
drill,  and  tractor  to  put  in  his  crop,  by  the  time  he  got  to  the  end,  it  was  time 
to  trade  off  the  plow  and  drill  for  a  combine.    That  he  did,  and  harvested  the 
crop  on  the  way  hack.    He  was  gone  so  long,  his  wife  drew  three  widow  pensions 
while  he  was  away,  thinking  he  had  been  plowed  under.    George  doesn't  know  this 
farmer  personally.    The  story  is  just  a  sample  of  the  special  recordings  George 
made  with  Harry  Berogan  and  Mrs.  Berogan  at  their  little  old  Indian  tradin'  post, 
12j  miles  west  of  Mission,  S.  D.    Harry  has  been  rated  as  the  world's  top  liar, 
by  the  Burlington  Wisconsin  Liar's  Club.    George  says  if  any  one  is  interested, 
he  could  have  a  dubbing  made,  if  they  would  send  him  a  tape  in  exchange. 


Guides  for  Summer  and  Fall  Potatoes 


Before  planting  time  each  season,  USDA  issues  recommendations  to  guide 
potato  growers  in  planning  their  production.    This  week  the  Department  suggested 
that  growers  in  the  10  early  summer  crop  potato  States  plant  97,650  acres  in  '58 
compared  with  over  101,000  acres  in  '57  and  that  growers  in  the  23  late  summer 
crop  States  plant  less  than  175,000  acres  compared  with  18^,000  last  year.  The 
U.  S.  specialists  also  recommended  that  growers  in  the  26  fall  crop  States  reduce 
their  plantings  to  8l8,00O  acres  compared  with  880,000,  last  year.    These  are 
recommendations,  action  by  growers  is  voluntary.    All  in  all,  the  recommended 
reduction  would  total  6  percent  lower  than  acreages  last  year. 


Farmers'  Plans  for  Raising  Turkeys 

Yesterday  AMS  specialists  summarized  the  poultry  and  egg  situation.  They 
report  present  laying  flocks  are  running  about  6  percent  smaller  than  a  year  ago. 
So  they  expect  fewer  eggs  the  first  half  of  this  year.    They  expect  this  lower 
egg  output  to  hold  egg  prices  about  5  cents  higher  this  spring  than  in  '57.  They 
figure  broiler  raising  will  continue  at  record  levels  through  the  first  quarter 
of  '58,    They  find  farmers  plan  to  produce  about  as  many  turkeys  as  the  record 
output  last  yearr.    With  heavy  storage  stocks  and  no  cut  in  production,  they  can't 
see  market  prices  rising  appreciably  during  the  first  half  of  this  year.  They 
will  release  results  of  a  survey  of  farmers  plans  to  raise  replacement  chicks  in 
the  February  10  crop  report.    From  the  current  situation  it  looks  like  a  rise  in 
the  number  of  replacement  chicks  this  year. 

Big  Farm  Commodity  Agreement  with  Turkey 

Monday  in  Ankara,  Turkey,  the  U.  S.  and  Turkish  Governments  signed  a  sales 
agreement  for  the  biggest  quantity  of  U.  S.  farm  stuff  sold  this  fiscal  year.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Turkish  ambassador,  Congressmen,  and  Ass't  Sec'y  Paarlberg  held 
a  ceremony  here  in  Washington  to  celebrate  the  event.    Involved  in  this  transactic 
under  Public  Law  ^80  were  over  $21  million  dollars  worth  of  soybean  and  cottonseed 
oil,  nearly  $15*  million  worth  of  wheat,  $3  million  worth  of  feed  grams    and  over 
$2  million  worth  of  various  dairy  products,    All  in  all  $W  million  worth  of  com- 
modities were  involved  in  the  transaction,  including  the  ocean  transportation  to 
be  financed  by  the  U.  S.    A  substantial  part  of  the  lira  we  get  in  payment  for  the 
commodities  will  be  loaned  back  to  Turkey  for  development  projects.    Part  will 
also  be  loaned  to  U.  S.  and  Turkish  business  firms  through  the  Export-Import  Bank 
of  Washington  with  concurrence  of  the  Turkish  government. 
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Will  Farm  Costs  Continue  to  Rise? 

That  was  the  question  discussed  last  week  in  the  1958  TV  Farm  Short  Course 
WOW-TV  is  presenting  in  cooperation  with  the  U.  of  Neb.  and  Iowa  State  College. 
Tomorrow  the  specialists  will  consider  whether  to  use  sorghums  or  not.  Next 
Saturday  meat  type  hogs,  social  security  laws,  feed  for  replacement  cattle, 
antibiotics  in  livestock  feeding,  new  chemicals  for  weed  control,  and  how  much 
machinery  a  farmer  can  afford,  will  form  the  topics  of  this  one  hour  every 
Sat.  three  weeks  farm  course. 

World's  Vegetables  Oils  Up  Again 

For  the  fourth  year  in  a  row,  world  fats  and  oils  production  has  reached  a 
new  record  high.    Our  Foreign  Service  people  estimate  this  week  that  '57 
production  of  fats  and  oils  amounted  to  over  30|r  million  tons.    That  was  5 
percent  more  than  the  year  before ,  and  almost  a  third  more  than  before  the  war. 
They  think  farmers  in  the  Soviet  Union  made  substantial  increases  in  sunflower 
seed,  cottonseed  oil,  and  output  of  butter.    The  Chinese  increased  peanuts 
substantially,  and  the  oil  output  from  China-Manchurian  soybeans  went  up  a 
little.    All  oils  except  cottonseed  were  up,  chiefly  because  of  record  peanut 
crops  in  French  West  Africa  and  a  near-record  crop  in  India,  and  the  record 
crop  of  soybeans  in  the  U.S.    There  was  a  sharp  expansion  of  rape seed  in  China 
and  Canada,  a  large  production  of  sunflower  seed  in  both  Argentina  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  an  above-average  outturn  of  olive  oil  around  the  Mediterranean. 

"Through  the  Seasons  with  Miss  Betty" 

Dewey  Compton,  KTRH,  Houston,  reports  inclusion  of  a  home  and  food  segment 
in  his  farm  show  has  proved  an  important  listener-gaining  success.    Some  time 
ago  Mrs.  Eetty  Eernath,  Dewey's  Farm  Department  secretary,  started  doing  a  stint 
on  his  early  morning  farm  show  as  their  home  economist.    She  talks  about  fine 
foods,  gives  recipes  and  timely  household  tips.     In  December,  she  got  up  a 
Christmas  Cook  Book  to  sell  at  cost  of  printing  and  mailing.    The  staff  adorned 
the  cover,  with  Miss  Betty,  Bill  Zak,  announcer,  and  KTRH's  Roving  Farm 
Reporter  I.  0.  Tiedt,  around  Dewey  in  the  center.    The  customers  evidently 
decided  you  could  so  judge  a  book  by  the  cover.    It  was  a  sell-out,  and  Dewey 
is  now  planning  to  run  off  another  edition.    But  the  show's  the  thing  -  and 
Dewey  thinks  it  a  step  in  the  right  direction  for  reaching  city  as  well  as 
country  listeners.    He  says  as  far  as  he's  been  able  to  find  out,  this  is  the 
only  program  of  this  style  anywhere  in  their  neck  of  the  woods. 

Research  Advisers  Want  More  Useful  Grains 

In  a  few  weeks,  USDA's  Grain  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee 
will  make  its  annual  recommendations  to  the  Department.     Preliminary  reports 
from  the  Committee's  meeting  last  week  at  Albany,  Calif.,  indicate  it  will 
recommend  a  greatly  strengthened  program  to  get  better  varieties  of  grain  crops. 
Members  see  need  for  varieties  resistant  to  rust  diseases  and  insects,  disease- 
resistant  hybrid  sorghums,  move  nutritious  hybrid  corn;  corn  hybrids  built  for 
industrial  use,  and  oats  with  superior  quality  for  feed.     In  marketing,  they 
will  recommend  new  basic  studies  on  the  effects  of  warehouse  environment  on 
stored-grain  insect  pests,  and  research  to  develop  new  equipment  and  methods 
for  sampling  grain.    They  also  want  more  done  on  weeds  and  weed- killers .  They 
also  want  more  emphasis  on  converting  grains  to  useful  industrial  products, 
through  fermentation.    They  think  effective,  new  low-cost  antibiotics  to 
protect  plants  from  disease  might  be  developed  in  this  way. 
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Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Martin  (Andy)  Andrews,  Telenews-News  of  the  Day,  was  in  this  week  gather- 
ing material  for  their  new  Farm  Newsreel,  which  makes  its  debut  next  month  on 
about  60  stations.     It'll  be  15  minutes  weekly.   .   .  .Kiwanis  International, 
coordinator  of  Farm-City  Week  has  congratulated  NATRFD  on  their  complete 
justification  of  the  National  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  slogan:     "Farm  broadcasting 

serves  rural  America."  George  Stephens,  RFD  on  KCMO,  reports  Paul 

Pippert  has  joined  their  farm  department.    Paul  has  been  on  KCMO's  announcing 
staff  for  3-|  years.    Eefore  coming  to  Kansas  City,  he  had  quite  a  bit  of 
experience  on  KMA,  Shenandoah  and  KSIN,  Mason  City,  Iowa.    He  grew  up  on  a 
dairy  and  grain  farm.    Welcome  aboard,  Paul. 

With  Nets  on  Farm  Broadcasting  Day 

On  ABN  Sat.  Feb.  1,  12:30  to  12:55  "The  Place  of  the  RFD  in  the  Farm  Picture" 
by  Jack  Jackson,  former  HATRED  prexy  now  with  the  National  Grange.  Other 
features:  "U.S.  World's  Top  Exporter  of  Beef  Breeding  Cattle"  with  Bill  Rodman, 
FAS;  and  "What  We  Eat"  No.  5  "Federal  Inspection  of  Food"  with  Lance  Hooks. 

On  NBC  Sat.  Feb.  1,  12  to  12:30  National  Farm  and  Heme  Hour  -  Ccmmissioner 
Robert  T.  Bartley,  FCC,  and  Edwin  Potts,  Hillsboro,  Va.  farmer,  discuss  Farm 
Broadcasting. 

On  CBS  Sat.  Feb.  1,  9:30  to  9 -A  5  a.m.    Claude  Mahoney  demonstrates  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day  on  CBS  Farm  News. 

On  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  Feb.  1  weekend,  Hollis  Seavey  interviews  Ken 
Ogren  and  Rosalind  Lifquist,  AMS  on  "Where  Your  Money  Goes". 

"Washington  Farm  Report  "with  Richard  Harkness  on  NBC  Mon.  thru  Fri.  evenings. 
Consult  your  local  listings. 

"The  Long  and  Short  of  Conservation"  USDA-TV  package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Jan.  30. 


Recordings  Waiting  for  Your  Tape 

3A18    "Our  Cattle  Go  Abroad"  .   .  .  .Bill  Rodman,  FAS,  reports  on  the  recent 
increase  in  breeding  cattle  being  exported.  TIME:  l:kO 

ta8  "Changes  in  Livestock  Market  News".  .  .  .A.  B.  *A1'  Smeby,  head  of 
USDA  Livestock  Market  News,  looks  back  over  his  ^0  years  with  the 
service  and  comments  on  changes  that  are  taking  place.    TIME:  1:55 

10Q18  "Pioneering  Research".   .  .   .Layne  Beaty  chats  with  Dr.  Byron  Shaw,  adm'r 
of  ARS,  about  the "new  pioneering  research  laboratories  which  the  USDA 
is  setting  up.  TIME:  ^23 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio     Television  Service 


January  31,  1958 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  806 

Secretary  Benson,  speaking  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Ruritan  National,  an 
organization  of  farmers  and  "businessmen,  at  New  Orleans  this  week,  outlined 
the  steps  "being  taken  to  deal  with  the  farm  problem.    Our  Soil  Bankers  reported 
an  unexpectedly  heavy  Acreage  Reserve  sign-up  "by  corn,  cotton,  and  spring 
wheat  farmers.    They  announced  a  shortening  of  the  sign- up  period  with  a  new 

deadline  of  Feb.  20  for  these  crops  Our  USDA  pest-control  workers 

reported  the  dreaded,  hard-to-handle,  almost  invisible  soybean  cyst  nematode 

has  now  been  found  in  si::  States  stretching  halfway  across  the  country  

And  our  Uorkshoppers  from  all  over,  have  been  as  busy  this  week  as  that  other 
visual  artist,  the  famous  one-armed  paper-hanger. 

New  Acreage  Reserve  Signup  Deadline 

The  new  deadline  date  for  farmers  to  sign  195^  Acreage  Reserve  agreements 
for  corn,  cotton,  and  spring  wheat  means  that  farmers  with  acreage  allotments 
for  those  crops  must  either  sign  agreements  or  be  listed  on  the  county  Agri- 
cultural Stabilization  and  Conservation  register  not  later  than  February  20 
if  they  wish  to  take  part  in  the  program.    The  signup  deadline  for  rice  and 
tobacco  still  remains  March  7 ,  as  originally  set.    Our  Soil  Bankers  say  that 
from  present  indications  farmers  who  take  part  in  the  corn,  cotton,  and  spring 
wheat  Acreage  Reserve  will  sign  up  to  the  full  extent  of  allocated  funds  for 
those  crops  during  the  shorter  signup  period  

Rusty  Thinking  Gets  Creative  Oiling 

Uith  colored  lights  dawning  over  a  12-foot  replica  of  Rodin's  "Thinker"; 
with  beautiful  motion-picture  flash-back  panorama  through  the  first  chapter 
of  Genesis;  and  inspirational  words  from  the  sages-of-the-ages  dripping  from 
the  loud- spe alee rs  to  the  accompaniment  of  symphonic  music;  USDA's  "Creativity" 
Visual  Workshop  got  off  the  ground  Monday  morning.    Under  the  direction  of 
Information  Chief  R.  Lyle  Webster,  Visuals  Ass't  J.  K.  (Mac)  McClarren  then 
piloted  V-W  into  orbit,  where  it  has  spun  and  sparkled  for  these  past  five 
days.    The  beauty  of  it  was  that  most  talkers  realized  that  it  was  a  contra- 
diction in  terms  to  talk  about  visualizing  without  doing  some  of  it.    In  the 
general  sessions  each  morning  and  afternoon,  the  well-known  authorities  gave 
examples  and  word-pictures,  when  they  were  not  actually  showing  samples, 
films,  posters,  and  cartoons  to  help  deliver  their  message.    Even  in  the 
administrative  sessions  -  where  the  down-to-earth  difficulties  of  adapting 
good  showmanship  ideas  to  a  shoe-string  budget  and  to  finding  the  shoestring  - 
words  were  kept  few  and  simple  and  presented  in  poster  style.    Chief  McArdle 
of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  figured  the  words  in  his  forest  fire  control 
chart  presentation  had,  in  effect,  proved  almost  literally  worth  $3,000  a  word. 


Urgency  Prime  Stimulant  of  Ideas 


At  the  Visual  Workshop  on  Monday,  Robert  Fawcett,  Famous  Artists  School, 
Inc. ,  pointed  out  the  close  kinship  "between  magazine  and  book  illustration  and 
the  arts  of  motion-picture  and  TV  production.    Each  must  plan  in  3-D,  set  his 
scene ,  people  it  with  characters,  and  light  them  effectively.    He  suggested  that 
an  illustrator  could  gain  more  from  study  of  motion  picture  and  TV  and  stage 
shows  made  under  master  directors ,  than  from  viewing  collections  in  art  galleries. 
He  said  too  much  reliance  on  photography  tends  to  produce  atrophy  of  the  imagina- 
tion.   He  advised  artists  to  concentrate  on  "becoming  good  craftsmen.  Thorough 
training  and  skill  in  the  chosen  craft  is  the  best  basis  for  meeting  the  problems 
involved  in  the  job.    He  indicated  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  work  and  the 
urgency  of  the  job  was  the  best  incubator  for  ideas.    Personally,  Artist  Fawcett 
said  he  reads  the  author's  script  thoroughly,  makes  copious  notes  on  all 
characters  and  settings,  and  then  forgets  about  it  —  the  ideas  come  when  he 
approaches  the  time  he  knows  it  will  take  him  to  do  the  illustration.  Faced 
with  an  urgent  problem  a  good  craftsman  will  find  a  way  to  do  it. 

Southern  Regional  Farm  Radio  Workshop 

Ted  Hutchcroft,  who  represented  us  last  Thurs. ,  Fri.  and  Sat.,  at  this 
Memphis  workshop,  reports  it  a  definite  success,  with  speakers  putting  on  an 
excellent  performance;  nearly  100  in  attendance  and  well  handled.    Frank  Byrnes, 
NPAC,  managed.     NPAC  and  NATRFD  and  AAACE  were  co- sponsors.     John  McDonald,  USM, 
Nashville .  and  R.  D.  Stephens,  U.  of  Ga.  were  chairmen.    The  staff  of  instructors 
included:    Leo  Martin,  head  radio-TV-mp,  College  of  Communications  Arts,  Mich. 
State,  chief;  David  Berlo,  CRC,  Mich.  State,  who  spoke  on  the  psychology  of 
communications;  Russell  Porter,  dir.  radio-TV,  U.  of  Denver,  programming 
specialist^  Sociologist  Rolf  Meyer sohn,  U.  of  Chi.  Center  for  Study  of  Leisure; 
Forest  Nhan,  chairman  of  comm.  of  radio  and  TV  policy,  Kansas  State,  whose 
topic  was  audience  research;  and  Dix  Harper,  radio-TV  farm  dir.  of  Aubrey, 
Finlay,  Mar ley  L  Hodgson,  who  discussed  commercial  aspects  of  successful  agri- 
cultural broadcasting.     In  attendance  were  radio  eds.,  county  agents,  USDA  field 
personnel,  farm  organization  info,  specs.,  commercial  farm  broadcasters,  et  al. 

Creative  Films  from  Abroad 

English,  French,  Norwegian,  and  Italian  ministries  of  agriculture  informa- 
tion were  represented  by  the  showing  of  four  clever  films.    The  French  film 
showed  the  use  of  humor  and  fantasy  in  a  dream  sequence  which  introduced  the 
realistic  possibilities  of  modernizing  the  French  farm  kitchen.  .   .The  Italian 
film  gave  a  colorful  presentation  of  the  adaption  of  modern  machinery  to  large 
scale  tomato  production.   .   .The  Norwegian  film  combined  the  tourist  attractions 
of  the  beautiful  fiord  country  with  the  human  interest  of  the  granite-hard  life 
of  the  ingenious  Norwegian  farmers,  who  slide  the  hay  cut  on  tiny  mountain 
meadows  home  by  gravity  cable  across  miles  of  hills  and  fiords.   .   .The  English 
film  was  a  minimum  budget  how-to- do- it  job  demonstrating  in  actual  use  a  new 
design  for  holding  and  clipping  sheep.     In  12  minutes  it  showed  the  easily 
followed  steps  and  dimensions.     It  was  entirely  made  by  one  man  (plus  a  camera- 
man) who  wrote,  produced  and  shot  the  entire  show  -  with  the  help  of  the  two 
farmers  and  the  herd  of  sheep. 

Annual  Guides  for  Summer-Fall  Vegs. 

Yesterday  the  Department  issued  its  recommenced  guides  calling  for  a  small 
reduction  in  total  acreage  for  fresh  summer  and  fall  vegetables,  summer  melons, 
and  vegetables  for  commercial  processing.    The  same  acreage  in  '58  as  in  '57 
was  recommended  for  sweetpotatoes. 
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Creativity  -  Very  New  and  Very  Old 


That  pioneer  radio  station  announcer  and  owner,  Stanley  Andrews,  now 
Exec.  Dir.  of  NPAC,  illustrated  his  Workshop  talk  this  morning  with  wood-cuts 
from  Johan  Amos  Comenius  327  years  ago.     Comenius  was  first  educator  to  insist 
that  illustration  should  he  part  of  the  message  instead  of  decorations.  He 
taught  that  words  should  always  he  used  in  comhination  with  things.  Objects 
and  parts  were  numbered  with  text  numbers  referring  to  them.     In  fact,  our 
chief  rediscovered  principles  of  modern  communication  were  known  and  used  by 
this  visual  expert.     NPAC  is  now  collecting  communication  research  from  our 
times  to  make  it  more  generally  available  to  all  workers.     Dir.  Andrews 
warned  also  that  there  is  danger  of  over- visualization  -  of  overdoing  gimmicks, 
so  they  don't  get  the  message  across.    He  pointed  out  that  for  most  of  us  the 
use  of  creative  imagination  means  taking  what  we  have  got  and  putting  our 
story  across  with  it.     He  told  of  one  of  his  co-op  workers  in  Burma  who  had 
the  job  of  getting  new  ideas  across  to  village  workers  who  couldn't  read  or 
write  -  he  had  nothing  to  work  with,  not  even  a  blackboard.     This  instructor 
took  a  sleek,  black  water  buffalo,  threw  dust  over  it,  and  then  drew  pictures 
and  words  in  the  dust.     He  used  creative  imagination  to  provide  himself  with 
a  mobile  blackboard,  all  could  see. 

Cartoons  Rout  Stuffed  Shirts 

From  first  to  last,  cartoons  get  a  lot  of  attention.     In  the  general 
Workshop  sessions,  Robert  Fawcett  suggested  that  the  illustrator  should  aim 
to  catch  something  of  the  cartoon's  essense  in  his  picture.   .   .Joseph  Kilmartin, 
DePicto  Films,  Inc.,  showed  how  catchy  tunes,  combined  with  peppy  cartoons, 
can  be  used  to  banish  the  bore some  introductions  at  sales  and  other  meetings. 
Sparkle  can  literally  be  put  into  charts  by  over-lays.     And  cartoons  can  also 
be  used  in  giving  dramatic  impact  to  a  presentation.   .   .Cartoon  effects  were 
also  illustrated  in  some  of  the  Media  Sessions.     Ben  Murrow,  Ass't  Chief, 
USDA  Arts  and  Graphics  analyzed  a  number  of  cartoons  to  show  how  the  artists 
get  their  humorous  effects.   .   .George  Uarfel,  art  dir.  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff, 
dissected  a  typical  artist  in  cut-out  form,  located  the  creative  potential  of 
his  brain,  and  drew  out  of  it  the  plan  followed  by  the  artist  in  creating  an 
effective  cartoon.   .   .Janet  Christensen,  RcTV,  showed  various  gimmicks  she 
uses  to  get  the  effect  of  motion  in  cartoon  still  pictures  for  her  home 
economics  programs  on  TV. 

New  Possibilities  in  Communications 

TV  is  increasingly  finding  itself  called  on  to  explain  new  and  involved 
technical  problems,  and  processes.     Yesterday,  Irving  Gitlin,  dir.  public 
affairs,  CBS,  showed  with  film  clips  how  this  type  of  material  is  being  made 
vivid  and  dramatic  by  selecting  moments  of  highest  impact  -  whether  this  is  a 
deaf  child  learning  to  talk,  an  automobile  safety  device  under  actual  test, 
a  prisoner  facing  his  own  problem  with  a  psychologist,  or  an  old  man  picking 
a  banjo  in  a  hospital  bed.    The  actual  happening  or  personality  can  give 

emotional  interest  to  add  human  interest  to  the  technical  story  After 

reviewing  our  USDA  uses  of  films,  and  packages,  and  networks,  I  told  the 
Workchoppers  what  I'll  say  to  you.    We  believe  in  these  things  but  no  film  maker 
or  network  can  accomplish  what  the  local  live  programmer  can.     Local  programming 
is  as  vital  an  ingredient  as  local  thinking.    For  TV  there  are  no  masses,  just 
people.    The  idiosyncracies,  mores,  colloquialisms,  regional  accents,  agri- 
cultural characteristics  of  the  local  people  are  most  interesting.     Only  the 
local  live  programmer  can  supply  them. 


Of  Mikes  and  Hen 


-  k  - 


When  Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  moved  up  to  sales  manager,  Jim  Hedrick, 
KCMC-TV,  Texarkana,  accepted  the  farm  job  left  vacant  by  Jack  in  Shreveport. 
Now  Jack  Tompkins,  who  left  KWIV,  Okla.  City,  last  June  to  buy  an  interest  in 
the  National  Livestock  Commission  Co.  operating  at  the  Texarkana  Stockyards 
replaces  Jim  at  KCMC-TV  where  he's  doing  the  farm  show  plus  his  commission 
business.    Works  in  the  yards  in  AM,  does  farm  show  at  noon;  and  combines 
gathering  farm  material  and  soliciting  business  in  the  PH.    Seems  to  work  fine 
all  around  and  everybody  happy.   .  .  .Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kansas, 
will  lead  KGNO's  2nd  Annual  Farm  Tour  July  19  thru  July  2o,  to  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  and  Nebraska.   .   .   .Marshall  Ifells,  WJR,  Detroit,  was  cited  yesterday, 
at  the  annual  Farmers'  Week  program  at  Mich.  State  U.  for  "distingtiished  service 
to  Michigan  agriculture."    He  was  recognized  for  his  support  of  k-E  programs 
and  his  interpretation  of  farm  problems  to  both  farm  and  city  folks. 

Two  New  Recordings  Waiting  Your  Tape 

11Q18    "Nematode  Hunt"  .   .  .Emory  Burgess,  head  of  USDA  plant  pest  control  work, 
tells  of  the  recent  search  for  the  soybean  cyst  nematode.    TIME:  2:08 

12Q18    "The  Future  of  Egg  Prices".   .   .Edward  Karpoff  and  Martin  Gerra,  AMS 

chat  with  Jack  Towers  about  the  outlook  for  egg  prices.    TIME:  *!-:01 

Net  Offerings  for  Week  Feb.  3-8 

On  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  Feb.  8  weekend,  Jack  Towers  interviews  Lawrence 
Manwaring,  CSS,  and  Joe  Penfold,  Ass't  Dir.  Isaac  Walton  League ,  on  "Wild  Life 
in  the  Soil  Bank. " 

On  the  ABNetwork,  Sat.  Feb.  8,  in  the  American  Farmer  period,  12:30  to  12:55, 
Edward  Karpoff  and  Martin  Gerra,  AMS,  discuss  "Egg  Price  Prospects" . 

On  the  NBC  Network,  Sat.  Feb.  8,  12  to  12:30,  in  the  "National  Farm  and  Home 
Hour"  A  Report  on  Florida's  Winter  Vegetable  Industry  and  A  Salute  to  National 
Electric  Week" . 

On  CBS  Sat.  Feb.  8,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.     Claude  Mahoney  on  "CBS  Farm  News." 

On  NBC  Mon.  thru  Fri.  evenings  (consult  your  local  listings)  for  "Washington 
Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness. 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Feb.  6:  Beltsville  Newsreel  -/,-13;  shows  the 
"Potato  Flakes"  from  USDA's  Philadelphia  Lab.,  and  "Shrink-Proof  Wool"  from 
the  California  Lab. 


Sincerely; 


Layne  Eeaty,  Chief  * 
Radio  C;  Television  Service 

P.S.     Another  broadcaster  has  joined  the  Clan  Eavies.'    Bruce  Davies,  WIS,  Chicago 
reports  both  Kay  and  the  lad  named  Joel  are  doing  well.     Joel  weighed  in 
at  8  pounds  9^  ounces  when  he  was  born  Jan.  27. 

P.S.  2    Let's  hear  from  your  Farm  Broadcast  Day  celebration  while  it  is  fresh 
in  your  mind. 

lb 


